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REVIEW:  CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AT 
LEIGHTON HOUSE THIS SUMMER

By Isere Lloyd-Davies

,Ğ�ǁŝůů�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ĂŶ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ĐŽůŽƵƌĨƵů�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�
ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ�͞dŚĞ�&ĂďƌŝĐ�ŽĨ�>ŝĨĞ͘͟ ���dŚĞ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�
ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ďŽŽŬ͕�
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ďƵǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵƐĞƵŵ�ƐŚŽƉ͕�ĨĞĂƚƵƌŝŶŐ�
ǁĞĂǀŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƩĞƌŶ�ƐƚǇůĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌŝďĞƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�WĞƌƐŝĂ͘��KƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�Ă�
ũŽƵƌŶĂůŝƐƚ͕�^ĂŬŚĂŝ�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŝƐ�ůŽǀĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĐĂƌƉĞƚƐ�
ĐŽŵĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽŶĞ�ƚĞůůƐ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ͕ �
ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶ�͞WŝĐŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ƌƵŐ�ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
most important decisions that people make 
ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽŵĞƐ͘͟ ���,Ğ�ŚĂƐ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐ�
ďŽŽŬƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀŝƐĞ�
many museums and collectors through the 
ǇĞĂƌƐ͘���ƐƐŝĞ�^ĂŬŚĂŝ Ɛ͛�ŵĂŝŶ�ƐŚŽƉ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ�WŝĐĐĂĚŝůůǇ�
ŽǀĞƌůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�^ƚ�:ĂŵĞƐ Ɛ͛�WĂůĂĐĞ͘�

dŚĞƐĞ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
venues are a tremendous opportunity to learn 
ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌĞŶŽǁŶĞĚ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ƐƵŝƚ�Ăƌƚ�ůŽǀĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�
ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�
^ƵŵŵĞƌ͕ �ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�
ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉůĂĐĞ�Ăƚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ�DƵƐĞƵŵ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŶŽǁŶĞĚ�sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶ�
ĚƌĂƵŐŚƚƐŵĂŶ�&ƌĞĚĞƌŝĐ͕�>ŽƌĚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�;ϭϴϯϬͲ
ϭϴϵϲͿ͘�

dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĞǀĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�^ƚƵĚǇ��ĂǇ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ Ɛ͛�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐƐ͘��dŚĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�
ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϳϬϬ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĞĚ͕�ĐĂƚĂůŽŐƵĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�>ŽƩĞƌǇ�&ƵŶĚ͘����
catalogue of these images can be accessed on 
ƚŚĞ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�;ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ďĞůŽǁͿ͕�ĂƐ�
ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�Ă�ĚĂƚĂďĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐƐ�
ŚĞůĚ�ŝŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ͘���dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�
ĂůƐŽ�Ă�ƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ��ƌĂǁŝŶŐƐ�ĐĂƚĂůŽŐƵĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĂůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵƵƐĞƵŵ͘���/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ��Ă�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�dŚĞ�<ĞŶƐŝŶŐƚŽŶ�DĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ͕�
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŶŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ŽŶ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƵďůŝĐ�Ăƚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀĞ�ǀŝĞǁŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞŶŝŽƌ�
�ƵƌĂƚŽƌ�ǁŚŽ�ǁŝůů�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ Ɛ͛�
ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞ�;ƐĞĞ�ƉŐ�Ϯϳ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐͿ͘

dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ǇŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŵŝƐƐ�ŝƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ�DƵƐĞƵŵ͕�
ϭϴ�^ƚĂīŽƌĚ�dĞƌƌĂĐĞ͕�ϳ�,ĂŵŵĞƌƐŵŝƚŚ�dĞƌƌĂĐĞ͕�
�ĂƌůǇůĞ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�tŝůůŝĂŵ�DŽƌƌŝƐ�^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ�Ăƚ�
<ĞůŵƐĐŽƩ�,ŽƵƐĞ͘��dŚĞƐĞ�ĮǀĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ�ĨŽƌŵ�
ĂŶ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂů�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝŽƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞƐ�
ŽĨ�ĨĂŵŽƵƐ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ͕�ǁŚŽ�Ăůů�ůŝǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�Žƌ�
close to Kensington during the second part of 
ƚŚĞ�ŶŝŶĞƚĞĞŶƚŚ�ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘��&ĞĂƚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁŽƌŬƐ�ŽĨ�dŚŽŵĂƐ��ĂƌůǇůĞ͕�&ƌĞĚĞƌŝĐŬ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ͕�
tŝůůŝĂŵ�DŽƌƌŝƐ͕��ŵĞƌǇ�tĂůŬĞƌ�ĂŶĚ��ĚǁĂƌĚ�>ŝŶůĞǇ�
^ĂŵďŽƵƌŶĞ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŐŝǀĞ�Ă�ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶƐŝŐŚƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘��&Žƌ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ͕�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�͚&ŝǀĞ�&ĂŵŽƵƐ�sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐ͛�
ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌ�ŐƵŝĚĞ͕�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ�>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ͘

&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ �>ĞŝŐŚƚŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ŝƐ�ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�Ă�ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ�
ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�WĞƌƐŝĂŶ�ĐĂƌƉĞƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�dŚĞ�^ĂŬŚĂŝ�
&ĂŵŝůǇ��ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ͘���ƐƐŝĞ�^ĂŬŚĂŝ�ŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƌŽƉĞ Ɛ͛�
ĨŽƌĞŵŽƐƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ�ŽŶ�WĞƌƐŝĂŶ�ƌƵŐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƌƉĞƚƐ͕�
ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŚŝƐ�ůŝĨĞ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƌƵŐƐ͘��

ǁǁǁ͘ůĞŝŐŚƚŽŶŚŽƵƐĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
ϭϮ�,ŽůůĂŶĚ�WĂƌŬ�ZŽĂĚ͕�>ŽŶĚŽŶ�tϭϰ�ϴ>�

dĞů͗��ϬϮϬ�ϳϲϬϮ�ϯϯϭϲ
�ŵĂŝů͗��ŵƵƐĞƵŵƐΛƌďŬĐ͘ŐŽǀ͘ ƵŬ

ǁǁǁ͘ĞƐƐŝĞĐĂƌƉĞƚƐ͘ĐŽŵ

^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�WĞƌƐŝĂŶ��ĂƌƉĞƚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ďǇ��ƐƐŝĞ�
Sakhai (kind courtesy of Essie Carpets)


